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The Dunolly and District Community News    

Dunolly has been fortunate for many 
years to have had a hairdresser 
operating in town and everyone was 
pleased to see Dunolly Hairdressingôs 
owner, Bek, expand her business by 
taking on an apprentice.  
The growth of any business is always 
a positive sign, but particularly so in a 
small town. In keeping with her 
forward vision and despite a year of 
uncertainty during 2020, with constant 
COVID restrictions and shutdowns, 
Bek had been anticipating a more 
promising 2021. 

Deciding it was time to expand her 
team in order to offer more services to 
clients, Bek took on Casey as an 
apprentice. After some challenging 
times, Casey has now completed her 
first year of Certificate III in 
Hairdressing at the salon.  

During that period, she had to endure 
four COVID lockdowns, which 
impeded her ability to attend trade 
school, her classes being switched to 
online learning. She persevered 
however and is looking forward to the 
next stages of her apprenticeship and 
to taking on her own clients this year. 
Casey is currently focussing on her 
colouring techniques and is very 
confident with her colour selection  

 

and application. For a limited time, 
the salon has some special offers with 
Casey. 
 For more information regarding these 
services with Casey please refer to 
page 17. 

 Regular updates can be found on  
Facebook  Dunolly Hairdressing  or 

 

Instagram  dunollyhairdressing. 
Now restrictions have eased, both Bek 
and Casey are eagerly looking 
forward to welcoming previous and 
new clients in what they anticipate 
will be a great new era for the salon. 

 

Sharron Fitzgerald  

Page 7 Page 11 Page 15 

Apprentice success for Dunolly Hairdressing  

Bek and Casey from Dunolly Hairdressing 

STOP PRESS 
 

If  you missed this bus 
that was in Dunolly 
  today offering free  
advice for small  

business in rural areas  
you can call  

13 22 55 or contact  
John Brewin 
 0458 968 140  
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Rosie's Ramble 
Daughter Ramble came up for the weekend. It is always 
good to see her and Daisy the dog. My niece came over 
from Bendigo, so we all went in to Maryborough for 
lunch, and stopped at the Gold and Grain Caf® for coffee 
and very tasty cake. It was a good weekend all round.  

The message from The Queen was really great. 
Monarchist or not, she has to be admired. She has been 
an example to us all. 
I seem to have defeated the bindi in my yard. Last year 
someone showed me what they looked like, and I dug up 
every one I could find. This year I haven't seen any at all. 
There may be some further out in the lawn, but there are 
none near the house. The lawn is full of clover burrs 
which hitch a ride in Daisy's long hair, and drop off 
inside. 

As usual when Daughter comes up we played Scrabble. I 
was well ahead when an accident happened. I knocked 
over my coffee and of course, it went everywhere. By the 
time we had mopped it all up, the Scrabble was all over 
the place, so we started another game. Of course, I was 
well beaten then. 

The fires in Western Australia are very bad. Daughter the 
younger lives in Northam which is a good way from 
them, and I hope it stays that way. 

Rosie 
The Valentineôs Card Fairy 

Dormant for most of the year, these fairies thrive in the 
days leading up to Valentine's Day. They are particularly 
good at secretly removing and disposing of the unruly 
wads of Valentine's cards that otherwise would be 
jamming up your letterbox, leaving no room for your 
junk mail and bills. 

Tobhy Riddle  
Bloopers and Blessings 

A preacher once started his sermon with the words. "I 
have so much to say I don't know where to begin." A 
little boy piped up, "Could you start somewhere near the 
end." 

Judith Merrell 

Would you like to  
join our team? 

To begin this new year, The Welcome Record has 
upgraded its internal structure, to help meet the 
technological and operational needs of community 
newspapers such as ours into the future. 
As most people are aware, our paper relies totally on 
volunteers to carry out a variety of tasks, whilst working 
as a team, to bring each weekly paper to fruition. 
Some similar papers are only published fortnightly or 
monthly, whilst ours has continued on a weekly basis for 
well over 40 years, relying on the wonderful volunteers 
from Dunolly and surrounds. 
In order to further streamline our new operation, we are 
appealing to some of you who may be interested in 
joining our team as a volunteer and helping to produce 
this paper, which is such a valuable local resource.  
If you are new to Dunolly and looking for ways to get to 
know what is going on around town, this would be a 
great way to meet new people and feel part of the 
community, also if you are a long-time resident who 
would welcome an opportunity to volunteer. 
In particular, we are hoping to find some volunteers who 
are tech savvy and familiar with the latest Microsoft 
Office 365 and QuickBooks software, but also people 
willing to proofread or to take on a variety of other tasks 
involved in our operation and who are happy to work as 
part of a team. 
No weekly commitment is required, it can even be on a 
fortnightly or monthly basis, so please give it some 
thought when planning your activities for this year. 
If you would like some more information you can 
contact our president Jan Brock on 0438 180 752.  
Or you could call into 83 Broadway when the office is 
attended or email us on welcomerecords@iinet.net.au 

Thank you, we look forward to hearing from you.  

Jan  Brock  
President 
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Letter to the Editor
 

The Gondoliers 
in the Goldfields  

Over the past 10 years we have been fortunate to have 
had many live shows come to the district with their 
fabulous productions of Gilbert & Sullivan.  

The GSOV (the Gilbert & Sullivan Opera Company) 
from Melbourne has been a staunch supporters of our 
local Dunolly Gilbert & Sullivan Society and has helped 
to entertain us for many productions. 

After the long hiatus due to COVID19, we were 
delighted that they returned, this time in the Inglewood 
Town Hall with The Gondoliers. It was wonderful to see 
so many familiar faces in the company. The ABC show 
Restoration Australia was there at the performance, 
filming some clips for the episode on Nimmitabel House 
which is just across the road. 
Some of the audience (including me) joined in the fun by 
dressing as gondoliers; it was rather a hoot. The audience 
was delighted with the performance and the clear diction 
and pure voices of the cast. 
The GSOV will be supporting many of the Goldfieldsô 
Town Halls in future. The next production will be in 
Avoca and Inglewood with The Yeomen of the Guard in 
October, and Thespis in the Dunolly Town Hall in 
December. 
It was such a novelty for me to actually sit down and 
watch a G&S show ð I have always been on stage or out 
the front pretending to be a conductor! We are so lucky 
in our district that the theatre companies will come all 
this way to share the entertainment with us. A jolly good 
day was had by all! 

Rachel Buckley. 

Dunolly Rural 
Transaction Centre  

Rosa, who has worked at the RTC for 10 years; two as a 
volunteer and as the coordinator from 2014, will be 
retiring at the end of February 2022. 

This means an opening is available for a new coordinator 
to work at this valuable asset in Dunolly. The role is 
administrative and is from Monday to Friday each week 
and the hours are Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 
9.30am until 4.30pm; Monday and Thursday the office 
closes at 2pm. The office opens at 10am, when the bank 
teller begins their day. There is a small remuneration paid 
fortnightly. A committee oversees the working of the 
centre, so a new person will be appointed by the 
committee. 
The RTC services the community by offering assistance 
contacting Centrelink online or by phone; computer, 
printing, photocopying and faxing facilities and a 
booking service for VLine buses. Training will be 
provided for each of the activities. A good knowledge of 
Microsoftôs suite of programs and Internet use are 
necessary. 
Volunteers are always required to keep the centre open 
and should there be no volunteers or coordinator, 
Dunolly will lose its bank ð Maldon and District 
Community Bank and the RTC will be closed, 
To apply for this position, either come into the office or 
email at rtcdunolly@gmail.com with your resume. Call  
03 5468 1205 for any inquiries. 

Margaret Noble 

Apply 
Now 

Are you a community 
organisation which  
requires funding? 

The Welcome Record 
Grants Scheme for 
2022 is now open and  
invites community 
groups to apply.  

All you need to do is apply in writing 
stating the following: 
§ Amount required. 
§ Purpose. 
§ Date funds required by. 
 

Applications are reviewed each month. 
There is a limited amount of funds 
available which will be allocated until that 
amount is exhausted. 
Grant applications can be submitted until 
30th June 2022.  
Applications can be submitted by 
Email: welcomerecords@iinet.net.au  
Post: 83 Broadway Dunolly Vic 3472 
or you can place through the door slot  
at The Welcome Record Office. 
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Stories from Cynthia 
Redcourt 

Surfing through the net in aimless fashion yesterday, my 
attention was suddenly drawn to the name Redcourt, 
together with a photo of a huge mansion. Reading on, I 
couldnôt believe my eyes that this house was still 
standing when I believed that it had been demolished 
many years ago. Redcourt had been the residence of 
relatives of my mother and I had visited there as a small 
child, probably thinking then that it was a palace.  It was 
owned by T.M. Burke, who had a prominent real estate 
agency and he was married to my motherôs Aunty Mick.  
Reading the description, I discovered  it has 40 rooms, 
including a billiard room, gallery and 14 bedrooms. 
There are two tennis courts, a croquet lawn and a coach 
house and it stands on 38,000 square feet, encompassing 
two blocks. TM had originally created an avenue 
dividing the house and grounds and named it Redcourt 
Avenue. 
I had heard many years ago that Redcourt had been 
demolished and the land divided into four large 
allotments, which had made me very sad at the time. The 
latter was true, however the house had apparently 
remained, falling into disrepair and had not been lived in 
for many years.  

Now it is a function centre, in the public eye and has 
been restored to its former glory by a famous fashion 
designer, Akira Isogawa, and Vue de Monde chef, 
Shannon Bennett, who designed the new kitchen. It also 
includes a meat and cheese room and an art gallery. The 
windows are still intact and one sitting room has a huge 
arched window of beautiful stained glass with a leafy 
design. 

One memory which stands out in my mind was going for 
a ride in Aunty Mickôs Rolls Royce, sitting in the back 
and marvelling at the soft fur rug; unfortunately the next 
minute I threw up on it. This was highly unusual for me 
because that was something that never, ever happened. 
My mother was devastated, but darling Aunty Mick took 
it in her stride and didnôt turn a hair. I resolved never to 
ride in a Rolls Royce again. Sadly, no one has ever 
offered me a ride in one since, so maybe the word got 
around. I have, however, been in a limo on one occasion, 
as a birthday surprise, and drank champagne as we drove 
along. 
Redcourt, all refurbished, is going up for sale, so maybe I 
just might buy it and you will all be invited for high tea. 

Conversation Hour 
Listening to Conversation Hour on ABC Radio the other 
morning, the subject was the town of Yackandandah and 
how community efforts have helped to restore the 
economy there to a great extent. It started with the local 
petrol station closing down, so with the prospect of one 
of the big companies taking it over and stocking it with 
magazines, drinks etc, which would affect small 
businesses, the townspeople got together and bought it. 
Apparently that set off a chain of events which led to 
establishing new community services. The part which 
really caught my attention was when I heard that the 
town started their own community newspaper and titled 
it ð wait for it ð Yackity Yak! 
I loved that name, but thought that it made the name of 
our Welcome Record sound just a bit conservative. 

Cynthia Lindsay 
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KITCHENS   LAUNDRIES   VANITIES 

 20 Years Experience 

Free Measure and Quote 

Attention to detail 
Personalised Service 

 

EVERY BUDGET CATERED FOR 

Peter and Shelley Davies 

18 Drive In Court Maryborough 3465 

www.evolutionkitchens.com.au 

Telephone 5461 1000 

Dunolly and District Neighbourhood Centre News 
Volunteer callout 
Do you have a special skill or talent  
you would like to share with others? 
The Dunolly Neighbourhood Centre 
is on the lookout for new volunteers 
who would like to help their 
community. It could be IT skills 
that you would like to share, or 

perhaps youôre a whiz with budgeting and making that 
dollar stretch further. If youôre interested in different 
volunteering options to help others in your community, 
give me a call at the Centre. 

Coming Soon sewing group  
and crochet/knitting/spinning group 

We are lucky to have many 
talented crafters in our town. 
Weôll be starting up two separate 
groups this year ð the first is a 
sewing group, with the aim of 
helping members learn how to use 
sewing machines, cut patterns, and 
create pieces which are functional 
and lovely to look at. The second group will be all about 
yarn ð how to crochet, how to knit, and how to spin. For 
both groups, we are looking for members as well as 
volunteers who can help teach some skills. Please call the 
Centre if you have either interest, and what your time 
preference is. Both groups will be a great way to meet 
like-minded people and learn some valuable skills. 
  Card making and scrapbooking with Rhonda 
The talented Rhonda is bringing her skills back to the 
Centre! On the last Monday of each month, Rhonda will 
bring all the tools and paper goods you will need to 
create magnificent cards or a fabulous scrapbook for all 
your precious memories. The sessions cost $12 and 
everything you need is provided. First session is Monday  
28th of February from 10am to 12pm. 

$250 Power Saving Bonus is back! 
In some welcome news, the power saving bonus has been 

extended. If you receive a 
government pension or other 
payment and havenôt applied for 
this bonus yet, give me a call at the 
Centre and I can help you apply. 
This is a one-off payment, and 
many members of our community 

have taken advantage of this offer and are now $250 
richer. Itôs well worth the small effort; youôll need your 
most recent power bill and Centrelink card, and Iôll take 
care of the rest. 

Family History group 
Like the idea of tracing your family tree but donôt have 
the time? Our Family History group can help! For a 
small donation to the Centre, they can trace your tree for 
you! Call the Centre for more details. 

Croquet Club update 
We may have found a good place to base our club! The 
next step is to get permission to use it, which shouldnôt 
take too long. Mikeôs been hard at work making the 
mallets, and the hoops wonôt be too far behind. Feel free 
to call me at the Centre to express interest in joining; this 
club is about having fun, getting some low-impact 
exercise, and making some connections in your 
community. 

Proof of vaccination now required 

Due to the current COVID situation in Victoria, the 
Chief Health Officer has advised tall Neighbourhood 
Centres must now ask for proof of vaccination for all our 
activities. Masks are also back on inside, so make sure 
you have a few on standby! 

Help with online forms 
Unfortunately, a lot of Government services are now 
moving to online only, so if you need help with any 
online application (such as applying for your disability 
parking permit) call me at the Centre, and Iôll book you 
in for some assistance. 
Whatôs on at the Neighbourhood Centre? 

Our Archery group is on hold for the time being, due to 
the restrictions which remain in place. Last year our 
equipment was stolen. Iôm happy to say that Guild 
Insurance has given us a payout to replace all that we 
lost! We are placing an order soon, so once the 
equipment arrives weôll look at our options. 

Walking groups, the woodwork shed Tuesday mornings 
at 9am, Whispering Weeders garden club on the last 
Monday of the month, family history Tuesday afternoons 
at 1pm at the Centre, table tennis at the golf club 
(Tuesday 7pm to 9pm; Wednesday 9am to 2pm), old-
time dancing (Mondays at St. Johnôs), craft on 
Wednesday from 10am at the Centre, card making and 
scrapbooking with Rhonda on the last Monday of the 
month at 10am, and of course our wonderful Arts Hub 
(cnr Thompson and Alice streets), which has a talented 
Mosaic group meeting on Mondays at 10am. More 
workshops will take place throughout the year.  
Keep an eye on our Facebook pages for updates, or drop 
in to the Centre Monday to Thursday between 9am and 
3.30pm to find out more ɂ 18 Havelock Street, beside 
the hospital. I take my lunch around 11.30, so if Iôm out 
of the building I wonôt be far. 

Kath Ryan Co-ordinator 
admin@dunnhc.com.au 

 03 5468 1511   
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Central Goldfields Shire Council News 
Carroll MP, seeking these additional services with 
Council stressing the added benefits to tourism recovery 
from the pandemic.  

 ñThe Rail Futures Institute recognises the priority need 
for weekend passenger rail services between Melbourne, 
Ballarat and Maryborough and we are pleased to partner 
with Central Goldfields Shire Council and other councils 
and regional organisations advocating to the Victorian 
Government for this outcomeò John Hearsch, Rail 
Futures President said. 
Central Goldfields Shire Mayor, Cr Chris Meddows-
Taylor, said ñCouncil was delighted to be able to work 
with such a well-respected expert organisation and 
deeply appreciated RFIôs support for weekend passenger 
rail services to Maryborough as a priority. He added that 
Council had reminded the Government of past 
commitment to extend the weekend services to Dunolly. 
ñQuite frankly we were blown away at the readiness of 
the RFI to advocate for this added provision and the 
support of the RFI really adds so much to the case for 
this to be delivered. Council and the RFI will work 
closely together on further advocacy to the Government 
on this and other passenger service enhancement 
opportunities.ò 
Other opportunities for collaboration include added 
weekday services more closely in line with those 
provided on the Ararat line and faster passenger services 
to Ballarat. There is also the opportunity to support the 
longer term RFI Golden Triangle proposal to establish 
passenger rail connections between the three key 
regional cities of Geelong, Ballarat and Bendigo via 
Maryborough, and utilising the currently dormant 
Inglewood ð Marong ð Eaglehawk line section. 

ñThe RFI Golden Triangle proposal makes so much 
sense with World Heritage Listing for the Central 
Victorian Goldfields very much on the cards. Itôs a truly 
visionary proposal but has immense potential,ò Cr 
Meddows-Taylor said. 

CGSC 
Media Release 

Regional creative sector  
steps up for success   

Central Goldfields Shire is part of a 
partnership with eight regional councils, 
to support the creative sector which have 
been hard hit through the pandemic.  

The ArtsACTION initiative is a free professional 
development opportunity ï targeted at ñcreative ï to 
support them into more viable careers.  

Led by not-for-profit organisation Jumpleads NVP, 
ArtsACTION is an opportunity for activate career 
pathways, broaden networks and build market reach.  

Central Goldfields Shire Councillor Grace La Vella said 
it was wonderful to see the local creative sector 
supported during such a challenging time.  

ñThe pandemic has impacted so many, and as a Council, 
being involved in an initiative such as ArtsACTION is 
just one of the many ways we can step up and support 
our community.  
ñI encourage any local artists looking to adapt and indeed 
upskill to get involved. Your skills are so vital to our 
community, this program can certainly give you the best 
chance of success.ò  
The current ArtsACTION program is open until April 
2022. The program is delivered as part of a six-part email 
resource pack, Zoom workshops, and access to a growing 
network. This includes workshops being held in February 
and March.  
¶ To get involved: subscribe to online resources or 
register directly for workshops ð but hurry as places 
are limited! 

¶ For more information go to: https://popupart.com.au/
artsaction 

¶ To join immediately, complete the form at: https://
bit.ly/artsaction-join 

¶ To register for workshops, visit: http://popupart-
artsaction.eventbrite.com 

Arts ACTION is being delivered thanks to the Helen 
Macpherson Smith Trust. The participating regional 
councils are: Ballarat, Central Goldfields, Geelong, 
Melton, Mildura, Moorabool, Surf Coast, and Swan Hill, 
the program is going from strength to strength.  

Council and Rail Futures Institute  
Central Goldfields Shire Council has met with the Rail 
Futures Institute (RFI) to discuss how both organisations 
may work together to achieve enhanced rail services 
which will benefit residents, the Shire and our wider 
region and present a strong investment proposition to the 
Victorian Government. 
The Rail Futures Institute is a highly regarded expert, 
independent and nonpartisan group formed to advocate 
for sustainable rail solutions for public transport and 
freight solutions. Its membership includes very 
experienced rail professionals, engineers and economists. 
The RFI has identified weekend services to 
Maryborough and returning to Ballarat and Melbourne is 
a key priority and that the lack of this provision denies 
Maryborough basic service levels enjoyed by all other 
key regional locations. The RFI and Council have both 
written to the Minister for Public Transport Hon Ben 
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