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Whether we realize it or not, we surround ourselves with objects that we hope will tell others about us.  
The objects that we collect aren't necessarily beautiful or expensive. In fact, 
they can be ordinary day to day objects that will never end up in a vintage 
store or even in a museum. Some may hardly be classified as pieces of art 
and may never be treasured by all of humanity.  
And yet there they are speaking to others, telling them about who we are 
and what we want others to know about us.  
I treasure my blue and white Willow pattern crockery. Not because it was 
expensive or worth a great deal, but because it says more about me than I 
can put into words. There is something appealing about the sharp contrast 
between the rich blue and the white. There is something intriguingly 
meaningful about the story that the images portray. 
Recently I shared the story of the blue willow with my grandson and he was 
interested, but of course at the ripe old age of 7 and 3/4 he really didnôt 
understand.  

When I presented him a meal on a 
plate that his mother or his uncle may 
have eaten off 25 years earlier when they were 5 or 7 and 3/4 it was an almost 
magical and significant moment.  
While this seemingly ordinary event would pass most people by it somehow 
resonated with me, and these humble and slightly chipped plates formed a 
thread that linked generations. 
Another object I treasure is a rather scruffy looking pincushion. It belonged to my 
mother and itôs well-worn from years of use. My mother became a machinist in a 
factory when she was 16 years old in Leicester in England. She left her home of 
Dublin and sailed away in search of a better life. Interestingly, it was her skills 
that led her to be employed by Kayser here in Australia which then led to our 
family migrating here in the early 70s.   

Continue on page 3é.. 
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In all the years I have 
observed native animals I 
had never seen so many 
Echidnas at the one time.  
The photo attached is of 
four Echidnas roaming 
through our property. 
There had been evidence 
of Echidnas being 
around, with the uprooted 
ants nests and the torn 
up heap of mulch. This 
has been a very rare 
occurrence.                           

 
John Moir 
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All letters, articles and classifieds must contain the 
writerôs full name, home address and daytime telephone 
number.   
The Welcome Record aims to present the diversity of 
viewpoints which reflect the concerns and interests of  
our community. It will not print contributions which are 
defamatory or being used as an alternative to a personal 
approach in dealing with a personal issue. The opinions 
expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of 
The Welcome Record.  
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ROSIEõS RAMBLE 

I heard on the news this morning that Australian fire-
fighters are going to Canada and/or America to help 
with the ferocious fires there. It doesn't look good for 
the local fire season with a hot, dry summer forecast. 
Hard to think of when it has been so cold lately. 
The blood moon seemed to be a bit of a fizzer here. I 
was out moon gazing at the appointed time ï about 
5.30 am ï and managed to see the last bit of the moon 
through the clouds. It was too cold to hang around 
outside to see if the clouds would go away. I went out 
again about an hour later, but the clouds were still 
there. Thank goodness for the pictures on the 
television. It was a magnificent sight - and we only have 
to wait about three years for the next one. 
A minor horticultural miracle has happened on my 
back verandah. I bought a white Daphne last year and 
enjoyed the lovely perfume while it bloomed. It was 
fairly "leggy", so I bit the bullet, pruned it and put it in 
a bigger pot. For me, in past years, this has been the 
end of the Daphnes. However, this one has not only 
stayed alive, but is blooming again. The slip I put in 
when I pruned it also seems to be clinging to life. 
A couple of fortyish women (millenniums, perennials, 
hipsters or whatever they are labelled these days) 
were having a talk on the radio the other day about 
different ways of cooking potatoes. After discussing 
gnocchi and other international dishes, one of them 
piped up "mashed potatoes, does anyone do mashed 
potatoes these days?ò YES! A man rang in and told 
them he eats them all the time. They then wanted 
people to text in their favorite ways of doing mash. I 
gave up and switched off. 
Glorious mashed potatoes 
About 750 g potatoes, 1/4 cup milk, 30g butter,  
1/4 cup sour cream, 100g softened cream cheese,  
1/2 tsp. salt, 2 tsp chopped chives (optional). 
Cook and mash potatoes, adding milk. Mix in butter, 
sour cream and cream cheese until smooth. Season 
with salt and pepper sprinkle with chives. YUM! 

 
 
 

HOW NOT TO RELAXð  
Shop and eat in places 
with really bad service. 

Kaz Cooke 

mailto:welcomerecords@iinet.net.au
http://www.dunollynews.org


 

1st August 2018                            THE WELCOME RECORD              Volume 33   Issue  29                      Page  3 

LETTERS TO EDITOR 

Dear Editor, 
Carers in Central Goldfields Shire will benefit from 
Victoriaôs first whole-of-government strategy which aims 
to better recognise the important role of carers and 
provide additional support over the next four years. 
The Victorian Carer Strategy 2018ï22 focuses on 
providing greater access to support groups, financial 
services and transport, and better identification and help 
for young carers. 
As part of the strategy, the Andrews Government will 
invest an additional $1.2 million for extra respite, school 
holiday programs and support for young carers, as well 
as more support for carers of people with a mental 
illness.  
In 2015, the Australian Unity Wellbeing index found 
carers have the lowest wellbeing of any large group. 
They often ignore their own health, and are 40 per cent 
more likely to have a chronic health condition. 
Across Victoria, more than 736,600 carers give their 
time, effort and love to look after a family member or 
friend who needs them.  
In addition to the significant contribution carers make to 
their family and their community, the important work they 
do also provides a $15 billion benefit to the economy 
every year.   
The Victorian Carer Strategy will help give carers more 
opportunities to be physically and mentally healthy and 
socially connected, and improve access to education, 
employment and peer led support programs.  
It is widely recognised that when carers are supported, 
they enjoy a better quality of life and have improved 
health and wellbeing. 
We have many dedicated carers in Central Goldfields 
Shire and this strategy along with additional funding will 
help them to remain connected to their community and 
continue to do the things they love. 
I urge readers to contact my office on 5332-2405 if they 
would like a copy.  

Jaala Pulford MP 
Member for Western Victoria 

Dear Editor, 
I am disturbed. 
Most of you will probably agree with this in general but I 
digress. 
I am disturbed at the lack of ant, frog and bird life activity 
in and around the "new" works of the channel behind the 
Dunolly Hospital. 
Once upon a time, one would be hopping about to avoid 
Bull and Jack ants, but on a walk on Saturday there 
were no signs of ant nests or any ant activity; no frogs 
doing their ófroggie-callsô, nor did we hear any birds. 
The trees that were holding the channel banks together 
are now lying ripped up in a sad display of environmental 
disregard.  
I feel that the time and energy would have been better 
spent clearing the creeks that are choked with debris, (in 
some cases dating back to the 2011 floods), thus 
ensuring the safe future of not only us, but the 
surrounding environments from the hazards that have 
been produced by this debris in our local waterways. 

Ro Wells 

Continued from page 1é. 

Now our roles are blurred because she has Alzheimers 
and is dying very slowly. Many might regard our roles as 
being reversed. I am the adult who is sensible and 
practical, and she is more childlike and vulnerable and 
weak. 
It might be easier to say that our roles have turned full 
circle, however, I feel that things are more complicated 
than that. Our relationship with our parents is 
immeasurably complex. We may never understand them 
fully, never mind learn how to express how they work in 
detail.  
Instead, a very old pin cushion tells others something 
about me. It is one item of thousands that form part of 
not only my history, but tells a part of my story; who I 
really am on a deeper level ï a level that words can 
never express. 
What items do you treasure that tell part of your story?
This Saturday 4th August, Thrifty on Broadway, 84 
Broadway Dunolly, is hosting a Words in Winter Event at 
12 pm. Bring along a treasured item from your past and 
share its story. This is a free event and everyone is 
welcome. 

Susan Day 

Courtesy, the Maryborough Advertiser 


