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In the small crowd that gathered around the cenotaph on 
Broadway on Anzac day was a long time Dunolly resident, 
Lindsay Rainbow. Lindsayôs medals attracted my attention 
as they were all earned in a conflict that is often called the 
óforgotten warô, fought in Korea from 1950 to 1953. 
The war seemed depressingly inevitable after the Korean 
peninsula was handed over to the US and the USSR after 
WW11. The two powers divided the peninsula into north and 
south. An uneasy peace reigned until June 1950 when the 
Russian-backed Korean Peopleôs Army invaded south 
Korea, reaching the capital Seoul in a week. The UN met 
and asked the security council for help and 21 nations, 
including Australia agreed to commit military resources to 
the conflict. The first Australian troops arrived in Korea in 
September 1950. In all 17,000 Australians were on active 
duty in Korea during the conflict with 339 casualties and over 
1200 wounded.  
Lindsay Rainbow was a young lad living on a farm in 
Tasmania in 1951, when he went in search of a navy 
recruitment office in Launceston.  
Instead, he found an army office and was readily accepted 
for basic training at Puckapunyal in Victoria. Lindsay 
joined the 3rd RAR battalion as a machine gunner. He 
travelled to Japan and then to Pusan, South Korea, 
arriving in February 1952. He was 19 years old. 
Lindsay remembers vividly the journey up to the front line. 
After travelling in trucks to Seoul and then to battalion HQ, 
10 miles from the front line, Lindsay and several other new 
arrivals were put into a truck to travel the last 10 miles. It 
was dark and there were frequent stops to deliver men to 
various units along the way until Lindsay was the last man 
left in the truck, seemingly forgotten.  
At last he was dropped at the bottom of a hill, with 
instructions to wait until someone came down from the hill to 
collect him. Standing alone in the pitch dark Lindsay 
imagined every noise was an enemy soldier. He was finally 
collected, as promised, and taken to his post. The hill proved 
to be hill 355, called Little Gibraltar by the US troops.  

Although the American troops took all the praise for holding 
this strategic point, Lindsay knows it was the Australian 
troops who were in the front line here.  
Lindsay spent three months in the front line, often under 
heavy shelling, living in the open in dug-outs in freezing 
winter conditions. His óbedô was what he described as a 
rabbit burrow he crawled into and backed out of, until he 
managed to excavate enough space to enable him to sit up.  
Whilst in the front lines, troops werenôt able to wash or 
change their clothes for up to six weeks at a time. They slept 
in their clothes in an attempt to keep warm.   
The cold must have been intense as tanks could be driven 
over the frozen rivers in the middle of winter.  
As a machine gunner, Lindsay became used to carrying 
heavy weights. In addition to the usual pack and rifle that 
riflemen carried, machine gunners had to carry either the 
tripod gun or ammunition. Each part weighed 50 pounds. 
On 27 July 1953 a ceasefire was declared in Korea and 
Lindsay headed back to Australia. His military service 
continued however, and he undertook a training course to 
gain the rank of Corporal. He was successful and was to 
continue his military service in Australia. However, Lindsay 
saw a much more useful and active role in Korea, so he 
headed back to the peninsula, arriving this time, in 
November 1953. Hostilities had ceased, so active service 
involved many training exercises and patrolling of the North/
South border. Lindsay proved to be a capable officer when, 
by a twist of circumstances, he found himself in charge of a 
machine gun shoot exercise, the success of which was noted 
and praised by the British officers in charge. After initially 
being told that he would never make an officer because of 
his limited education, Lindsay was promoted to Sergeant, a 
rank he is deservedly very proud of. 
He left Korea for good in November 1954. He has never 
returned to the peninsula although he did have the 
opportunity a few years ago. He would not return without his 
wife, Marg. 

Lindsay reflects on his 
time on active service in 
Korea, as mostly a very 
happy one. Conditions 
were harsh and the front 
line was a dangerous 
place to be but there was 
great mateship, with 
many firm friendships 

formed along the way. Lindsay has no regrets and declares 
would ódo it all againô. 
He returned to the farm in Tasmania after his military service 
but found it a hard way to make a living. After a variety of 
jobs around Gippsland, Lindsay found Dunolly through  his 
interest in prospecting. He has called Dunolly home for 
almost 40 years and wouldnôt live anywhere else. It was 
wonderful to sit with Lindsay and hear his story. Many thanks 
to Lindsay and his wife Marg for sharing his story of the 
óforgotten war.                                                      Faye Arnold 

Four generations of the Rainbow family attended the Anzac service in Dunolly ð 
Lindsay with his son Darryl, granddaughter Karlene and great grandson Connor.  
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The Anzac Day march and service in Dunolly was very 
well attended. The school children did an excellent job. 
The teachers are to be congratulated on the preparation 
and presentation of the items . 
Loved the pictures of the outside of the hospital where 
the Duchess of Cambridge was preparing for the birth of 
Prince Louis. What a load of rot (the pictures, not the 
birth). 
Visitors to the town recently included the local member 
of Parliament and the leader of the opposition. I wonder 
if there is an election coming up and if this is a marginal 
electorate? 
A few million (or is it billions?) of dollars are being made 
available for road funding. Now that IS something new! I 
do hope some of it finds itôs way to Short St. before all 
the users have their vehicles reduced to piles of nuts 
and bolts. 
The good folk of Marong are at it again. A tree in front 
of a trucking business just before the Allies Road 
turns onto the highway (coming from Bendigo) has a 
collection of monster insects attached to it. There is a 
giant red-back spider, a big green ant, another 
whopping spider complete with web and some more 
nightmare creatures that I couldn't identify from the 
car. Must be something in the water.  
There was a story on the news the other night about 
how dry it is in the Bairnsdale area ï they are doing it 
hard as are so many other areas. It showed a farmer 
sending a truck-load of his precious cattle to "the lush 
pastures of Central Victoria". I have travelled to 
Ballarat and Bendigo and locally over the last couple 
of weeks, and didn't see any lush lawns, let alone 
lush pastures. 
Footy commentator over the weekendð "That was a 
grass-burner kick". I presume that is what we used to 
call a grubberðusually accompanied by the chant 
"hubba-hubba, what a grubber.ò 

Rosie 
 

HOW NOT TO RELAX 
 
Young children can show us the way 
to uninhibited happiness. Cook with 
them to discover the joy of uninhibited 
frenzied, mess-creating and burn 
opportunities . 

mailto:welcomerecords@iinet.net.au
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LETTERS TO EDITOR 

ANZAC Day 
Dear Editor 
As much as we need rain, we were very 
grateful for a fine day on Wednesday 25

th
 April. 

The participation of the Community was 
fantastic. The ñThank Youò to everyone is constantly 
ongoing, never wanting to forget anyone. But we must 
mention the fantastic input from the Dunolly Primary 
School teachers and students at both the Dawn and 
11am Services. They put so much into the day. Their 
enthusiasm is marvellous. Principal Ms Katie Lovel and 
the school Captains did a great job MCing the hall 
Service on very short notice. Well done. Of course, 
parents must also be thanked for the encouragement of 
their children who are so interested in the ANZAC Day. 
So Mum, Dad, carers and teachers, please get the 
children to read this article so they know how much the 
Dunolly-Bealiba RSL appreciated their help on the day. 
Also, the young flag bearers, ñWell Doneò. Our new piper, 
Tiffany, from St Arnaud Pipe Band and Pianist Colleen 
Stratford, ñThank Youò. 
Generally to everyone who participated on the day, 
ñFantasticò. To all our Volunteer members who have been 
out there selling badges and catering, none of this could 
happen without you. The fund-raising that we do is to 
help support our veterans from all conflicts and 
peacekeeping forces. They see many things that we canôt 
imagine could possibly happen, and these men and 
women have to cope with it the best way they can. We 
need to have lots of things in place to help assist these 
people continue a good productive life after they have 
represented and served their country by helping others.  
We do remember such a small way as buying a badge or 

Dear Editor, 
I would like to thank the people of Dunolly for making 
my short stay over ANZAC day such a special time. 
I came to Dunolly to honour my Great-great-great 
Uncles, Wilfred and Walter Rokahr, who were killed in 
France and Belgium during WW1. It is 100 years since 
Walter died in France. 
I found so many people very friendly and welcoming 
and thoroughly enjoyed searching for more family 
history at the museum, the Dawn service (despite my 
little one being a tad noisy), and of course the march 
and service at the RSL. I will definitely be returning and 
hopefully will bring more of my family. 
One mystery yet to be solved. 
When I first read the names of Walter and Wilfred on 
the Cenotaph, only their names were there. Later, just 
before the march I looked again and two tiny poppies 
had been placed next to their names. Were they placed 
by family members? I would love to make contact and 
learn more about this side of my family. I know there are 
no more Rokahrs in Dunolly. However, some other 
family names linked on this branch were Higgins, 
Crumper, Manley and Leach. If any members of these 
families would like to make contact please, email me at 
lcg55@bigpond.com Once again, thank you to 
everyone for such an interesting time. 

Lynne Graham 

making a small donation all of which goes to such a great 
cause, so again ñThank You allò. 
I would like to mention the article in The Welcome 
Record by Faye Arnold, about the 3rd ANZAC Day. It 
was so interesting and informative. Thank you for your 
knowledge on the Community history and for writing so 
many interesting articles for us all to learn from.        

Secretary Lyn Gale   
Dunolly-Bealiba RSL Sub-Branch. 

 
 

 
Monsters of the Roads 
They dozer on our highways 
With such power on display 

These huge metal monsters play 
Our cars every day 

They are like prehistoric monsters 
More fearsome than any tank 
Seem ever ready to pounce 
From the selfish cup they drank 

 
They slaughter the streets and highways 

Devastate our countryside 
Pumping diesel fuel into the sky 
For the country have no pride 

Bullies of the lowest order, They roar 
Up to our tail gate 

Intentions of crass intimidation 
Their very manner creates hate 

 
They are monsters on the highway 
Wilful pursuers of motor cars 
Hunters on the lonely highways 
Killers underneath the stars 

They chase you down with cruel intent 
Using their swaying loads 

They hound you into fearfulness 
These monsters of the road 

Finis  Ken Peake 

mailto:lcg55@bigpond.com
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Travels with Cynthia  
Thinking about the various hotels Liz and I stayed at 
when travelling in America and Europe, and on a more 
recent cruise to the Greek Islands and Turkey, I think we 
both agree that Hotel Diva in Athens was our very 
favourite. It was just a small hotel in a residential street 
and we could wave to the families from our balcony to 
theirs across the narrow street where people would sit 
eating and drinking and talking and laughing.  Diva, was 
so small that the man on Reception also served behind 
the bar and brought our breakfast. His name was 
Andreas and we used to choose the window table for 
breakfast because he would hang  Billis, the resident 
bird, at that window each morning.  We struck up a 
friendship with Billis and chatted together.  Andreas 
would come over and give us helpful information about 
the places to visit, where to eat and how much we should 
pay for taxi fares.  We had already been ripped off by the 
taxi driver from the airport. 
Andreas also directed us to an out of the way market 
where all the women used to buy their fresh fruit and 
vegetables. This way we discovered interesting, local 
places not generally known to tourists as we preferred to 
stay outside the popular tourist areas. Divaôs only 
drawback was the two flights of winding marble stairs we 
had to climb to our room. The other thing we discovered 
was the economic system of electricity. Arriving home, 
hot and tired, we rushed to the fridge for cold drinks only 
to discover that when you inserted your key card to open 
the door when leaving the room, everything turned itself 
off, including the air conditioner and fridge, which only 
came on when you put the card in once you entered the 
room. On our last night Andreas said he wanted to buy 
us a drink. I was about to demur when Liz whispered that 
in Greece it was considered impolite to refuse and not 
everyone was made that offer.  So we happily sat up on 
stools at the bar and joined Andreas in a glass of 
Retsina, the popular Greek wine. 
We left Athens to board our cruise ship to visit the Greek 
Islands and on our return we looked for a taxi  at the ship 
terminal to return to Diva but we nearly didnôt get one 
because acting on Andreasô advice, we refused to accept 
the exorbitant price all the drivers were quoting.  Just 
when I said to Liz ñNow what will we do?ò one driver 
relented and said heôd take us for the amount we offered 
but he wasnôt very friendly. However when we arrived 
back in the city and mentioned Hotel Diva he told us 
there was no such place; it just didnôt exist. I hoped I 
hadnôt dreamt it.   Luckily , because we had previously 
walked all over Athens,  which isnôt really big, we were 
able to direct him and then, when he saw it was a one 
way street, he dumped us and our luggage further past 
the corner.  It felt like coming home when we arrived 
back at Diva to be  greeted by Andreas and Billis.  

Cynthia 

,ÁÒÇÅ 3ÃÁÌÅ 3ÏÌÁÒ &ÁÒÍ ÉÎ #ÁÒÉÓÂÒÏÏË 
Community members will have the opportunity to learn 
more about plans to build a solar farm at Carisbrook this 
week. 
German engineering  company ib vogt GmbH has 
proposed plans to construct a 260 hectare solar farm 
which will be located near the Pyrenees Highway and 
Bald Hill Road. The plans for the farm include solar 
panels, battery storage, site offices and electrical 
connection works, including an easement to connect to 
the existing 66kv power line located to the west of the site. 
The company is hosting a community open day on 
Thursday 3rd May from 1pm to 7pm at the Carisbrook 
Senior Citizens Hall, where plans of the solar farm 
proposal will be on display and members of staff will be 
available to answer questions. Feedback forms will also 
be provided on the day. 
According to ib vogt, the planning application will assess 
biodiversity post-contact and Aboriginal cultural heritage, 
visual amenity and landscape character, flooding and 
drainage, noise and land use and resources. 
ib vogt  specialise in large scale solar project development 
and operates in countries around the world. They first 
became active in Australia in 2016 and their first 
Australian project was an energy plant, Williamsdale Solar 
Farm, near Canberra in the ACT. 
Community feedback forms and more information is also 
available at: 
www.carisbrooksolarfarm.com.au/community 

Angela Tucker 
An excerpt from The Maryborough District Advertiser 

You can find out more about  ib vogt here; 
https://www.ibvogt.com/home.html 


